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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

NC Travel & Tourism Coalition Celebrates Record-Breaking 2023 
Tourism Spending, Commends Legislature for Strategic Funding 
Investment 

RALEIGH, NC – The North Carolina Travel and Tourism Coalition 
proudly announces that 2023 has set a new benchmark for the state’s 
tourism industry, with travel spending surging by 6.9 percent to reach 
nearly $36 billion. This milestone reflects the effectiveness of recent 
strategic investments made by the North Carolina General Assembly to 
promote the state as a premier travel destination. 

In recent years, the General Assembly allocated $30 million in new 
funding to enhance North Carolina’s tourism promotion efforts. This 
commitment has played a pivotal role in driving growth across the state’s 
tourism and hospitality sectors. 

“We are deeply grateful to the General Assembly for their unwavering 
support of our tourism and hospitality industry,” said Rolf Blizzard, Chair 
of the NC Travel & Tourism Coalition. “The additional funding for 
tourism promotion is directly contributing to the success of hospitality 
businesses in every corner of North Carolina. The growth we’re 
witnessing today is a testament to the impact of their investment.” 

Senate Appropriations Chair Sen. Ralph Hise echoed this sentiment, 
emphasizing the industry’s economic significance: “Tourism is a powerful 
economic engine for many counties across our state. By promoting North 
Carolina as a premier travel destination, we’re not only creating jobs but 
also supporting local businesses.” 

House Rules Chair Rep. Destin Hall highlighted the broad benefits of the 
industry, stating, “Tourism provides vital jobs and revenue for all 100 
counties. I’m pleased to see that our strategic investment in tourism 
promotion is yielding such positive results.” 

The General Assembly’s investment has bolstered North Carolina’s ability 
to market itself effectively and compete with neighboring states for visitor 
spending. As a result, North Carolina is now the 5th most visited state in 
the nation, generating nearly $2.6 billion in state and local tax revenues. 

About the North Carolina Travel and Tourism Coalition: 
The North Carolina Travel and Tourism Coalition is dedicated to 
advocating for policies that enhance the state’s tourism and hospitality 
industry, ensuring that North Carolina remains a top destination for 
travelers from around the world. 
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